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Vacant properties?
Arecent survey by the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors shows that the average rent

yields have increased and fewer landlords are disposing of their properties this quarter.
Fears of a mass sell-out by landlords, due to the change in capital gains tax legislation,

have not been realised, and the market looks good for buyers. This news comes not long
after a Commons committee which voiced concerns over the "buy-to-leave" phenom-
enon.

During evidence to the communities and local government committee, the former hous-
ing minister Yvette Cooper singled out Leeds. She told the MPs that vacancy levels of new
city centre apartments are 30% - compared to an average of 4.3% for the whole of the
city.

However, King Sturge recently announced that they cannot cope with the demand for
inner city flats in the rental market and that they are actively searching for enough proper-
ties.
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Sweeter street
The rejuvenation of Holbeck Urban Village and the surrounding area has been

given another boost with the start of work on the development of Sweet Street
West.

The £600,000 contract, for Leeds City Council, includes re-opening the highway
beneath the railway bridge and the introduction of a one-way system which will allow
more pedestrian access and ease congestion, among other improvements.

The work at Sweet Street West, due to start on 26th May 2008, is expected to take 16
weeks to complete, finishing around 21st November, The changes will mean improved
access and strengthened links between the communities of Holbeck and Beeston with
Holbeck Urban Village: key to the ongoing development of the urban village.

The Sweet Street development is one of two contracts recently awarded to North
Midland Construction Pic (NMC), and also includes the refurbishment of Albion Place, one
of Leeds' main shopping areas, with the special projects division of NMC being awarded a
£950,000 contract from Leeds City Council.
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Decade in the Docks
Marcus Wan meets a photographer happy with his view

City centre folk are usually a fleeting bunch,
here for six months and then gone again, so
it was refreshing to talk to Andrew Smith, a

man who has stayed still for more than a decade in
the city centre.

Andrew, or 'Smithy' to his friends, has lived in
Navigation Walk for I3 years, and has been in Leeds
since 1980 when he arrived as a student at Leeds
University. Living in his self-titled ultimate bachelor's
pad, he has developed the ideal life for himself in the
city centre, combining his love for walking amongst
the serenity of the Yorkshire dales with the unpre-
dictability of city life.

"I have a good network of friends here," he says.
"Why would I want to go anywhere else? Imagine if
you moved out into the countryside, and might be in
the best pub in the world, but there was someone
there who you didn't really get along with. You would
have to see that person all the time, because there
really isn't anywhere else to go to socialise. In the city,
I can just move on to somewhere else and find more
people that I know."

The 47-year-old from Nottingham has few of the
worry lines that might mark his suburban contempo-

raries. Andrew puts it down to a near-obsession with
exercise.

"My apartment is full of fitness machines," he says
with a grin. "The rowing machine is right in front of
the television, not because I like watching TV that
much, but because there isn't anywhere else to put
it."

In fact, he plans to do a million metres on his row-
ing machine annually. Add that to his active passion
for walking in the Yorkshire countryside, and Andrew
is putting people half his age to shame.

Of course, he doesn't roam across the Yorkshir
Dales just for the sake of exercise. Andrew is an am,
teur photographer and has a keen eye for nature
hidden wonders - which is pretty important give
his role as co-director of and photographer fc
Redsnapper Designs Ltd, a luxury greeting care
company.

"It started out as just a hobby," he says. "But the
a friend mentioned that the photos were really gooc
and probably better than the images you get on moo
cards. We set up the business together about six e
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seven years ago and grew from strength to strength
so that now it's our only job."

With a background as a trained lawyer and tax
advisor, Andrew's current job was quite a leap.

"I don't think I could go back to an office job," says
Andrew. "It would just stifle me."

With most of his time spent taking snaps of the
great outdoors, and a few of the inner city, it seems
much more logical for Andrew to move out into the
country. But his attitude is as easy-going as the Dock
Street bars which are his favourite haunts.

"I have to go all over Yorkshire to get the right
shots," he explains. "Leeds is right in the middle of all
the places I want to go. My partner lives in Hebden
Bridge, so she can help if I want to go further out."

It's more than just that. Andrew has been living
in Leeds since his student days, and can remember
when the Adelphi - a stand-out pub on the end of
Dock Street - catered for slightly less discerning
clientele. He has seen Leeds change into a fast-grow-
ing European city and spent the last 13 years residing
in prime real estate. But Andrew believes Leeds has
some way to go to compare itself with the likes of
Manchester or Birmingham.

"The city is still behind other European cities," he
says. "There are a lot of developments and people
are attracted to this city to do business, but the coun-
cil need to do more, especially if they want to live up
to the claim that Leeds is a 24 hour city.

"There are not many people my age living in the
city centre now, and I think it is fair to say that Leeds
appeals to young people more, but with it comes the
drink culture that you don't get in Europe."

Despite the short-comings, Andrew still can't see
his life being anywhere else. When pushed, he says
he may, one day consider a move to France or the
Spanish coast, but as he looks pretty content with a
glass of wine in his hand on a sunny afternoon here in
Leeds.
MW
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